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Jesus told them another parable: ñThe kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with 

three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.ò (Matthew 13:33) 

 We found ourselves in a Panera restaurant in Grand Rapids this week, meeting with a seminary student 

and a few members of the Student Care Team from North Grand Rapids Classis. Each student who is seeking 

to become a minister in the Reformed Church applies to his or her classis to be ñunder careò of the classis  

during seminary. Itôs the job of the classis to supervise the student as he or she prepares for ministry. 

 But as the name of our committee suggests, weôve determined that we also need to care for that person. 

So we meet together with students to listen, encourage, and pray for them. 

 This particular student was an amazing guy.  Andrew told us that his educational background was 

actually in politics and community organizing, that he had been heading to law school, and that he was  

committed to issues of social justice and the plight of those who are at the lowest rung of society. He  

previously had no intention of being a minister like his brother. 

 Why not? Because he said he had never seen a church that seemed to really care about the poor. He 

hadnôt seen pastors who were involved in the work of advocacy and community organization on behalf of 

those who are oppressed in our communities. In fact, in his suburban home church, his experience had been the 

opposite. In this affluent congregation the dominant (although perhaps unstated) opinion had been that those 

on the fringes deserved to be there. The poor should ñpull themselves up by their own bootstraps,ò because 

ñGod helps those who help themselves.ò 

 He said: ñNow, looking back I realize that I was incredibly judgmental and narrow, and when I saw 

this in myself I knew I needed to change.ò 

 Now Andrew is studying to be a pastor. Heôs working in another affluent church. But this one is       

located in the heart of the city. And heôs starting up a new worship service for people who want their worship 

and their work in the community to be connected. He thinks that maybe theyôll worship and study together, 

and then theyôll head out to the sidewalk to share sandwiches and coffee with the homeless people. ñI realized 

one night that while we were talking about faith on one side of the street, there were people who were hungry 

standing on the other side.ò He wondered a little bit about how much difference one person or one church can 

make, but he was firm about his conviction that we have to do something. We have to walk across the street 

and try. ñMaybe,ò he said, ñothers will see us crossing the street and theyôll come, too.ò 

 About this time, I looked up and realized that hanging on the wall behind Andrew was this Panera-style 

ñartò piece that blended into the bread-theme décor of the place. In letters that almost blended in with the 

swirling paint, it said ñyeastò and ñleavening.ò 

 ñThe kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until 

all of it was leavened.ò 

 Needless to say I was impressed and encouraged by Andrew, and Iôm delighted that heôs going to be a 

pastor in a couple of years. Certainly he will be like a sprinkling of yeast in the life of the church. 

 I am also glad to tell you that this is the same kind of thinking and working that our RRC Outreach 

Team is doing these days. This small group of folks among us is committed to being like yeast in our  

community, and theyôre going to continue to invite you to join themðto find ways to cross the street and to 

serve those in need who are around and among us. I urge you to be watching for your  

opportunity to ñriseò to the occasion. (Pun intended.) 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  
September 2009 

 

Care and Prayer Rummage/Bake Sale 

October 2 - 3, 2009 

Friday: 9 - 5, Saturday: 9 - 2 
 

Just one more month to collect your donations for our big rummage 

sale, with all donations going to offset the kitchen and bathroom renovations. Some of the items we 

have been collecting include: infant - size 12 clothing, toys, tools, furniture, books, luggage, house-

hold items, games, linens, Christmas items, handbags and jewelry. The last date we will be accepting 

items is September 27. If you need help to pick up large items, call Marilyn Stanick, 732-0108, and 

she will make arrangements to have the items picked up by September 29. 

 

Also, please save and bring to church any packing materials you have and would like to donate to the 

sale. Items such as bubble wrap, tissue paper, newspaper and plastic bags would be welcomed. 

 

Contact Reta Fagan if more information is needed, 732-7830. 

 

Important Dates from the Music Department 

 
September 10, 7:00 p.m. -  Sanctuary Choir begins  

 

September16, 4:30 p.m. - Cherub choir begins 

 

September 16 - 6:00 p.m. - Adult Handbell choir meeting 

 

September 23, 4:30 p.m. - All SPARK programs begin 

 

    September 23, 6:00 p.m. - Adult handbells begins 

 




